About the Anthony Bean Community Theater and Acting School
(ABCT)

A Legacy of Art, Education, and Empowerment

Founded in 2000 by actor, director, and educator Anthony Bean, the Anthony Bean
Community Theater and Acting School (ABCT) was established to give voice to the stories,
talent, and spirit of New Orleans’ Black community. From the beginning, ABCT has served as
a home for artists of all ages — a place where dreams come alive on stage and creativity
thrives.

For over twenty years, ABCT has inspired and trained generations of young performers
through year-round acting classes and summer theater camps. Students develop skills in
acting, voice, and stage production while building confidence, discipline, and leadership that
extend beyond the stage.

Our Mission

ABCT’s mission is clear yet powerful: "To mentor and develop people of color through the
performing arts — nurturing the next generation of actors, writers, directors, and
storytellers while keeping our community’s stories alive on stage."

As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, ABCT provides affordable arts education and live performances
that embody the spirit of New Orleans. Each production, whether a classic or an original
local piece, honors our city’s resilience, rhythm, and vibrant cultural heritage.

Productions That Inspire and Move.

ABCT has produced an extraordinary range of plays, including Black theater classics such as
A Raisin in the Sun, The Wiz, Fences, and Cats, as well as influential original pieces such as
Reflections: The Oliver Thomas Story and 504: The Hip-Hop Musical.

ABCT has produced a remarkable range of plays, including classic Black theater works like A
Raisin in the Sun, The Wiz, Fences, and Cats, as well as notable original productions such as
Reflections: The Oliver Thomas Story and 504: The Hip-Hop Musical.

In 2025, 504: The Hip-Hop Musical was performed at the Orpheum Theater, bringing
together over 75 young performers in a powerful story about youth, survival, and
rebuilding New Orleans in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. The production highlighted
ABCT’s signature style — blending hip-hop, gospel, and spoken word with heartfelt
storytelling that captures the city’s resilience and spirit.

Teaching the Craft, Changing Lives

The ABCT Acting School is where many of New Orleans’ brightest young talents first
discover their voice. Through hands-on classes, stage experience, and mentorship, students
learn to channel their emotions through performance while building confidence, teamwork,



and artistic discipline.

Our alumni have performed on professional stages, in film and TV, and across the lively
entertainment scene — proving that ABCT is more than just a theater; it's a pathway to
success.

Honors and Recognition

In 2018, ABCT earned national recognition when the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and the
August Wilson House / Daisy Wilson Artist Community awarded the theater the August
Wilson American Century Cycle Award — an honor given to theaters that have produced all
ten of Wilson'’s iconic plays. ABCT is one of the few theaters nationwide to receive this
distinction, placing it among America’s leading cultural institutions dedicated to preserving
and celebrating the African American experience. Founder Anthony Bean has also received
recognition for over fifty years of leadership and artistry, including awards from Southern
University at New Orleans and community partners who acknowledge his lasting
contributions to theater and youth development.

Our Home

Located at 4527 Tchoupitoulas Street, in the heart of uptown New Orleans, ABCT continues
to serve as both a professional stage and a community training ground for the arts. Whether
you're joining a class, seeing a show, or volunteering behind the scenes, you’ll find that
ABCT is more than a theater — it's CULTURE!

Join the Movement

You can be part of the story:

- Enroll in our acting classes and workshops.

- Attend a live performance.

- Volunteer or donate to support our youth programs and productions.

Together, we’ll continue to ensure that the voices of New Orleans — its rhythm, resilience,
brilliance, and soul — are heard on stage.

Contact Information

Anthony Bean Community Theater and Acting School
4527 Tchoupitoulas Street, New Orleans, LA 70115
Website: www.anthonybeantheater.com

Email: info@anthonybeantheater.com

Phone: (504) 862-PLAY (7529)
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